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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A method [[of]] for predicting the behavior of a current 
user of an interactive television service, the method comprising tho stops of : 

identifying, by a set top box, oach activ i ty in which activities of the current user 
engaging with the interactive television service part i cipat e s wh ile e ngaged w i th tho 
int e ractive to l ovision serv i ce, and conditions surrounding each of the identified activities, 
including amount of time the current user participated in each of the identified activities 
such activity ; 

accessing , by a sot top box, a first collection of data comprising data associated 
with: that reflects 

(i) cumulative activities in which other users have participated, 

(ii) conditions surrounding such othor users' the cumulative activities of the 
other users, including amount of time that each other user participated in each 
respective activity , and 

(iii) patterns of behavior exhibited by [[such]] the other users through thoir 
partic i pat i on in such in the cumulative activities, wherein t he cumulative activities 
include inc l uding viewing interactive television programming; 

comparing , by a set top box, ( i ) the current user's identified activities and 
surrounding conditions of the current user with and ( i i) the other users' cumulative 
activities and surrounding conditions of the other users [[,]] to identify similarities 
therebetween; and 

attributing by a sot top box, to the current user a pattern of future behavior based 
on the identified [[such]] similarities and on the oth e r us e rs' patterns of behavior of the 
other users . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein 

the identifying step further comprises identifying personal attributes of the current 

user; 

the first collection of data further comprises data associated with personal 
attributes of the other users; and 
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the comparing step further comprises comparing the personal attributes of the 
current user with the personal attributes of the other users to identify the similarities the 
st e p of i dentifying tho cond i t i ons surround i ng e ach of tho current us e r's act i vities 
inc l udes dot o rm i ning tho amount of timo that th e current usor partic i pates i n oach 
activ i ty . 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the first collection of 
data is based on tho oth e r us e rs' activities the other users participated while engaged 
with the interactive television service. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the other users are unrelated 
individual persons. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the other users are members of a 
group and the current user is identifiable as a potential member of that group. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
periodically updating the first collection of data to reflect the other users' ongoing 

participation in additional activities. 

10. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 9, wherein the step of 
periodically updating occurs in real time, during the current user's engagement with the 
interactive television service. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising tho stop of : 
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accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated with: that 
rof l octs 

(i) a plurality of activities that aro available via the interactive television 
service and 

(ii) information about each act i vity within such of the plurality of available 
activities that dist i ngu i shes it distinguishing the activity from th e other act i vitios 
w i thin such others of the plurality of the available activities, [[; and]] 

wherein the step of attributing includes selecting , from the plurality of available 
activities and based on the second collection of data, one or more activities , from th e 
p l ura li ty of ava il able activ i ties, in which the current user is most likely to participate 
during the engagement with the interactive television service. 

12. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein:: 

the interactive television service is accessed through the Internet, 

the activities of the current user user's activ i tios and the cumulative othor users' 

activities of the other users include visits to Internet web sites, and 

the first collection of data i nc l ud e s further comprises data associated with: 

r e f le cting 

(i) [[the]] an identity of each other user, 

(ii) [[the]] types of Internet web sites that each other user has visited, 

(iii) [[the]] content of each type of Internet web site visited by each other 
user, and 

(iv) [[the]] amount of time spent at each type of Internet web site by each 
other user. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 12, further comprising the step of: 
periodically updating the first collection of data to reflect the other users' visits to 

additional Internet web sites. 
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15. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 14, wherein the step of 
periodically updating occurs in real time, during the current user's engagement with the 
interactive television service. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 12, further comprising tho stop of : 
accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated with: that 

ref l octs 

(i) a plurality of types of Internet web sites that aro available for the current 
user to visit and 

(ii) information about each typ e of wob sito w i th i n such of the plurality of 
types of Internet web sites distinguishing t hat distinguishes i t the type f rom the 
othor types of wob sites within such others of the plurality of types of Internet web 
sites, ff; and]] 

wherein the step of attributing includes selecting , from the plurality of Internet 
web sites, one or more types of Internet web sites , from tho plura li ty of typos of Inte rnet 
wob sitos, which the current user is most likely to visit during the engagement with the 
interactive television service. 

1 7. (Currently amended) A method [[of]] for predicting the behavior of a user of 
an interactive television service, during a particular period of engagement with the 
interactive television service, the method comprising: 

identifying, by a set top box, activities in which the user participates during the 
period of engagement [[,]] and conditions surrounding each of the identified activities of 
the user, including amount of time the current user participated in each of the identified 
activities such activity, tho act i vit i os including viewing intoractivo tolovinion 
programming ; 

identifying, by a set top box, [[the]] activities of multiple other contemporaneous 
users of the interactive television service during the [[same]] period of engagement [[,]] 
and conditions surrounding the identified [[such]] activities of the other 
contemporaneous users, including amount of time that each other user participated in 
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each respective activity, wherein the activities of the other contemporaneous users 
include viewing interactive television programming ; 

maintaining , by a sot top box, a first collection of data comprising that inc l udes 
data rof l oct i ng both associated with t ho user's and tho oth e r contemporaneous users' 
cumulative activities and surrounding conditions of the user and the other 
contemporaneous users identified during the period of engagement , and condit i ons 
surround i ng such cumulat i ve activit i es ; 

determining, based on the by a s e t top box, from such first collection of data, 
patterns of behavior exhibited by such user's the user and the other contemporaneous 
users users' part i c i pation in activ i t i os during the period of engagement; 

incorporating , by a s e t top box, into the first collection of data, data associated 
with the r e f l ecting such determined patterns of behavior; 

comparing , by a sot top box, (i) th e user's present activities and surrounding 
conditions of the user and (ii) the cumulative activities and surrounding conditions of as 
rof l octod in such first collection of data [[,]] to identify similarities therebetween; 

attributing , by a sot top box, to the user a pattern of future behavior based on the 
determined s tjeh-similarities and on the previously determined patterns of behavior. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 17, further comprising th e stop of : 
continually updating the first collection of data [[,]] to reflect participation of the 

user and the other contemporaneous users ( i ) the user's and tho other 
cont e mporanoous us e rs' part i cipation in additional activities and (ii) tho dotorm i nat i on of 
new patterns of behavior determined based on [[such]] the participation of the user and 
the other contemporaneous users in additional activities,, [[; and]] 

wherein the steps of comparing and attributing are performed, at any given point 
in time, i n conjunction with using t he updated first collection of data. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 18, further comprising tho stop of : 
accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated with: that 

r e fl e cts 
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(i) a plurality of activities that are available via the interactive television 
sen/ice and 

(ii) information about each activity with i n such of the plurality of available 
activities that distingu i shes it distinguishing the activity from others of t he othor 
act i viti e s within such plurality of available activities, \\; and]] 

wherein the step of attributing further comprises inc l udes selecting one or more 
of activ i t i es, from the plurality of available activities[[,]] in which the user is most likely to 
participate during the period of engagement with the interactive television service. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 18, wherein; 

the interactive television service is accessed through the Internet, 
the user user's and other contemporaneous users users' activities include visits 
to Internet web sites, and 

the first collection of data includes data associated with r e fl e cting 

(i) [[the]] types of Internet web sites that the user and the other 
contemporaneous users have visited, 

(ii) [[the]] content of each type of Internet web site visited, and 

(iii) [[the]] amount of time spent at each type of Internet web site visited. 

21 . (currently amended) The method of Claim 20, further comprising tho stop of : 
accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated with: that 

roflocts 

(i) a plurality of types of Internet web sites that are available for the user to 
visit and 

(ii) information about each [[type]] of the plurality of types w e b site within 
such p l ura li ty that distinguishes it distinguishing the type from others of the 
plurality of [[other]] types., of wob s i tos w i thin such p l urality [[; and]] 

wherein the step of attributing further comprises includes selecting one or more 
typos of wob s i tos, from of the plurality of types of web sites, which the current user is 
most likely to visit during the engagement with the interactive television service. 
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22. (Currently amended) A method [[of]] for delivering targeted informational 
content to a current user of an interactive television service, comprising: 

identifying, by a set top box, e ach activity in wh i ch activities of the current user 
engaging with the interactive television service participates whilo onaaaod with tho 
int e ract i ve te l evision serv i ce, and conditions surrounding each of the identified activities, 
including amount of time the current user participated in each of the identified activities 
such activity ; 

accessing , by a s o t top box, a first collection of data comprising data associated 
with: that rof l oots 

(i) cumulative activities in which other users have participated, 

(ii) conditions surrounding such othor usors' the cumulative activities of the 
other users, including amount of time that each other user participated in each 
respective activity , and 

(iii) preferences exhibited by [[such]] the other users through thoir 
partic i pation in such in the cumulative activities, wherein t he cumulative activities 
include inc l uding viewing interactive television programming; 

comparing , by a sot top box, (i) the current user's identified activities and 
surrounding conditions of the current user with and the oth e r us e rs' cumulative 
activities and surrounding conditions of the other users [[,]] to identify similarities 
therebetween; and 

attributing , by a sot top box, to the current user a preference profile based on 
such the determined similarities and on the other users 1 preferences; and 

generating , by a sot top box, an ordered list of informational content to be 
selectively delivered to the current user based on the preference profile. 

23. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 22, wherein^ 

the identifying step further comprises identifying personal attributes of the current 

user; 

the first collection of data further comprises data associated with personal 
attributes of the other users: and 
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the comparing step further comprises comparing the personal attributes of the 
current user with the personal attributes of the other users to identify the similarities the 
stop of identify i ng tho cond i tions surround i ng oach of tho current user's act i vities 
i nc l udos dotormining tho amount of t i mo that tho current user partic i pates i n each 
act i vity . 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 22, wherein the first collection of 
data is based on th e oth e r us e rs' activities the other users participated while engaged 
with the interactive television service. 

27. (Original) The method of Claim 22, wherein the other users are unrelated 
individual persons. 

28. (Original) The method of Claim 22, wherein the other users are members of 
a group and the current user is identifiable as a potential member of that group. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Original) The method of Claim 22, further comprising the step of: 
periodically updating the first collection of data to reflect the other users' ongoing 

participation in additional activities. 

31 . (Previously presented) The method of Claim 30, wherein the step of 
periodically updating occurs in real time, during the current user's engagement with the 
interactive television service. 

32. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 22, further comprising tho stop of : 
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accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated with: that 
rof l octs 

(i) a plurality of activities that are available via the interactive television 
service and 

(ii) information about each act i v i ty within ouch of the plurality of available 
activities that d i st i ngu i shes it distinguishing the activity from tho othor activitios 
w i th i n such others of the plurality of the available activities, [f; and]] 

wherein the step of attributing a preference profile is based in part on those 
activities, from the plurality of available activities, in which the current user is most likely 
to participate during the engagement with the interactive television service. 

33. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 22, wherein; 

the interactive television service is accessed through the Internet, 

the activities of the current user user's act i vitios and the cumulative oth e r us e rs' 

activities of the other users include visits to Internet web sites, and 

the first collection of data i nc l udes further comprises data associated with: 

reflecting 

(i) [[the]] an identity of each other user, 

(ii) [[the]] types of Internet web sites that each other user has visited, 

(iii) [[the]] content of each type of Internet web site visited by each other 
user, and 

(iv) [[the]] amount of time spent at each type of Internet web site by each 
other user. 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon 
instructions for predicting the behavior of a current user of an interactive television 
service which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform the steps 
of: 
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identifying, by a set top box, each activity i n wh i ch activities of the current user 
engaging with the interactive television service participates whilo onqaaod with tho 
i nteract i ve to l ovision service, and conditions surrounding each of the identified activities 
of the current user, including amount of time the current user participated in each of the 
identified activities such activ i ty ; 

accessing , by a sot top box, a first collection of data comprising data associated 
with: that roflocts 

(i) cumulative activities in which other users have participated, 

(ii) conditions surrounding such othor users' the cumulative activities of the 
other users, including amount of time that each other user participated in each 
respective activity , and 

(iii) patterns of behavior exhibited by [[such]] the other users through th o ir 
partic i pation in such in the cumulative activities, wherein t he cumulative activities 
include i nclud i ng viewing interactive television programming; 

comparing , by a sot top box, ( i ) the current user's identified activities and 
surrounding conditions of the current user with a Bct-fti} the other usors' cumulative 
activities and surrounding conditions of the other users [[,]] to identify similarities 
therebetween; and 

attributing by a set top box, to the current user a pattern of future behavior based 
on the identified [[such]] similarities and on the other users' patterns of behavior of the 
other users . 

36. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 35, wherein 
the identifying step further comprises identifying personal attributes of the current 

user; 

the first collection of data further comprises data associated with personal 
attributes of the other users; and 

the comparing step further comprises comparing the personal attributes of the 
current user with the personal attributes of the other users to identify the similarities the 
instruct i on that causes tho processor to perform tho stop of id e nt i fying tho conditions 
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surrounding each of tho current user's activ i ties causes the processor to perform tho 
stop of dotormin i ng th e amount of time that the current user part i c i pates in each activity . 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 35, wherein 
the first collection of data is based on the other users' activities the other users 
participated while engaged with the interactive television service. 

40. (Cancelled) 

41 . (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim [[1]] 35, 
having stored thereon further instructions which, when executed by the processor, 
cause the processor to perform the step of: 

periodically updating the first collection of data to reflect the other users' ongoing 
participation in additional activities. 

42. (Previously presented) The computer-readable medium of Claim 41 , wherein 
the instructions that cause the processor to perform the step of periodically updating 
cause it to do so in real time, during the current user's engagement with the interactive 
television service. 

43. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 35, having 
stored thereon further instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the 
processor to perform the step of: 

accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated with: that 
r e fl e cts 

(i) a plurality of activities that are available via the interactive television 
service and 
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(ii) information about each act i vity w i thin such of the plurality of available 
activities that d i st i nguishes i t distinguishing the activity from th e oth e r act i vities 
w i thin such others of the plurality of the available activities, [[; and]] 
wherein the step of attributing includes selecting , from the plurality of available 
activities and based on the second collection of data, one or more activities , from tho 
p l urality of avai l able act i vit i es, in which the current user is most likely to participate 
during the engagement with the interactive television service. 

44. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 35, wherein; 
the interactive television service is accessed through the Internet, 

the activities of the current user us e r's activities and the cumulative other users' 
activities of the other users include visits to Internet web sites, and 

the first collection of data i ncludes further comprises data associated with: 
r e fl e cting 

(i) [[the]] an identity of each other user, 

(ii) [[the]] types of Internet web sites that each other user has visited, 

(iii) [[the]] content of each type of Internet web site visited by each other 
user, and 

(iv) [[the]] amount of time spent at each type of Internet web site by each 
other user. 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Currently amended) Apparatus An apparatus f or predicting the behavior of a 
current user of an interactive television service, comprising: 

means for identifying e ach activity in wh i ch activities of the current user engaging 
with the interactive television service part i c i pates whi l o ongag o d with tho interact i v e 
telev i sion servic e , and conditions surrounding each of the identified activities, including 
amount of time the current user participated in each of the identified activities suefr 
act i vity ; 
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means for accessing a first collection of data comprising data associated with: 
that rof l oots 

(i) cumulative activities in which other users have participated, 

(ii) conditions surrounding such othor users' the cumulative activities^ 
including amount of time that each other user participated in each respective 
activity , and 

(iii) patterns of behavior exhibited by [[such]] the other users through th oi r 
part i c i pation in such in the cumulative activities, wherein the cumulative activities 
include inc l uding viewing interactive television programming; 

means for comparing [[(i)]] the current user's identified activities and surrounding 
conditions of the current user with and ( i i) the oth e r us e rs' cumulative activities and 
surrounding conditions of the other users [[,]] to identify similarities therebetween; and 

means for attributing to the current user a pattern of future behavior based on 
the identified [[such]] similarities and on the othor users' patterns of behavior of the 
other users [[;11 

a sot top box includ i ng a content delivery sorvico and a user monitor, th e s e t top 
box enabling commun i cat i on botwoon th e curr e nt us e r and a h e ad e nd, th e usor 
monitor i nclud i ng th e m e ans for identifying, th e m e ans for access i ng, th e m e ans for 
comparing, and the moans for attr i buting . 

47. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 46, wherein; 

the means [[of]] for identifying the conditions surrounding each of the identified 
current user's activities i nc l udes moans for d e t e rmin i ng th e amount of tim e that tho 
current usor participates in each activ i ty further comprises means for identifying 
personal attributes of the current user; 

the first collection of data further comprises data associated with personal 
attributes of the other users; and 

means for comparing further comprises means for comparing the personal 
attributes of the current user with the personal attributes of the other users to identify 
the similarities. 
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48. (Cancelled) 

49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 46, wherein the first collection 
of data is based on tho othor usors' activities the other users participated while engaged 
with the interactive television service. 

51 . (Original) The apparatus of Claim 46, wherein the other users are unrelated 
individual persons. 

52. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 46, wherein the other users are members 
of a group and the current user is identifiable as a potential member of that group. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 46, further comprising: 

means for periodically updating the first collection of data to reflect the other 
users' ongoing participation in additional activities. 

55. (Previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 54, wherein the means for 
periodically updating operates in real time, during the current user's engagement with 
the interactive television service. 

56. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 46, further comprising: 
means for accessing a second collection of data comprising data associated 

with: that roflocts 

(i) a plurality of activities that are available via the interactive television 
service and 
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(ii) information about each activity w i thin such of the plurality of available 
activities that distingu i shes i t distinguishing the activity from tho othor act i vities 
within such others of the plurality of the available activities, IT: and]] 
wherein the means for attributing includes means for selecting , from the plurality 
of available activities and based on the second collection of data, one or more activities T 
from th e p l ura li ty of ava i lable act i v i t i es, in which the current user is most likely to 
participate during the engagement with the interactive television service. 

57. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 46, wherein; 
the interactive television service is accessed through the Internet, 

the activities of the current user user's act i v i t i es and the cumulative othor users' 
activities of the other users include visits to Internet web sites, and 

the first collection of data i nclud e s further comprises data associated with: 
reflecting 

(i) [[the]] an identity of each other user, 

(ii) [[the]] types of Internet web sites that each other user has visited, 

(iii) [[the]] content of each type of Internet web site visited by each other 
user, and 

(iv) [[the]] amount of time spent at each type of Internet web site by each 
other user. 

58. (Cancelled) 
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